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DETAILED ACTION 

1. . Claims 1-27 are pending in this application. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The listing of references in the specification is not a proper information disclosure 
statement. 37 CFR 1 .98(b) requires a list of all patents, publications, or other 
information submitted forconsideration by the Office, and MPEP § 609.04(a) states, 
"the list may not be incorporated into the specification but must be submitted in a 
separate paper." Therefore, unless the references have been cited by the examiner on 
form PTO-892, they have not been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claim 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Viswanath et al. (Patent Number: 6151322), hereinafter "Viswanath". 

5. As to claim 1 , Viswanath discloses, a method of operating a network device, 
comprising: 

receiving electronic data from a first port of the data networking device (Abstract, 
lines 1-2); 
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deleting at least a portion of the electronic data prior to providing the electronic 
data to the memory of the networking device Abstract, lines 3-10, where striping the tag 
means deleting the portion of the electronic data); 

providing at least a portion of the electronic data to a second port (Abstract, lines 
16-20, where transmitting port is the second port). 

6. As to claim 10, an apparatus, comprising: 

one or more receive ports capable of receiving electronic data from a network 
(Col. 7, liens 10-11, where switch receiving packets on one of the ports); 

one or more transmit ports capable of transmitting electronic data to a network 
(Col.7, lines 42-44); 

a memory (Col.7, lines 12-13; and 

a processor, the processor configured to, in operation (Fig. 3, Element-70): 
delete at least a portion of the electronic data received by the one or more 

receive ports (Col.7, line 12, where extracted means deleting the header from the data 

frame/packet); 

provide the remaining electronic data to the memory (Col.7, line 13); 

read the electronic data from the memory (Col.7, lines 17-18); 

modify the electronic data after reading from the memory (Col.7, lines 32-33); 

and 

provide at least a portion of the electronic data to one or more of the transmit 
ports (Col.7, lines 42-44). 
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7. Claim 19, is rejected for the same reasons applied above to claims 1 and 10. 

8. As to claim 2, Viswanath discloses, modifying the electronic data prior to said 
providing Abstract, lines 3-5, where striping is modifying). 

9. As to claim 3, Viswanath discloses, wherein the electronic data comprise a frame 
(Col.1, lines 19-22). 

10. As to claim 4, Viswanath discloses, wherein the portion of electronic data deleted 
comprises a VLAN (virtual local area network) tag (Abstract, line 3). 

11. As to claim 5, Viswanath discloses, wherein modifying comprises inserting a 
VLAN tag to the frame (Abstract, lines 14-16). 

12. As to claim 6, Viswanath discloses, generating a CRC (cyclic redundancy code) 
and inserting the CRC into the frame prior to providing to the memory (Fig.4, Elements- 
84 and 64, Col.7, lines 21-39, where comparator is CRC and modifying means adding 
or deleting or inserting the appropriate information into frame and sending it to memory 
64). 
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1 3. As to claim 7, Viswanath discloses, providing a portion of the electronic data to a 
control module prior to deleting a portion of the electronic data (Fig.4, Elements-84 and 
64, Col.7, lines 17-21, where comparator 84 is control module, lines 32-33, where data 
is modified means deleting or adding header information and lines 37-39, where data is 
transferred to element-64, which is memory). 

14. As to claim 8, Viswanath discloses, wherein the portion of data provided to the 
control module comprises the protocol header (Fig. 1a and 1b, Col.3, lines 31-33, 
Inherently protocol header is there, e.g. VLAN type, source address, destination 
address etc.). 

1 5. As to claim 9, Viswanath discloses, wherein the first port and the second port 
comprise a receive port and a transmit port, respectively (Col.7, lines 10, where 
receiving port could be first port and lines 42-44, where output port is transmit port). 

1 6. As to claim 1 1 , Viswanath discloses, wherein the processor is further configured 
to modify the electronic data prior to providing at least a portion of the electronic data to 
one or more of the transmit ports (Col.7, lines 42-44, where out put port is transmit port 
and VLAN insertion means the data has been modified). 

17. As to claim 12, Viswanath discloses, wherein the apparatus comprises a network 
switch (Fig.2, Col.7, lines 10-11, where network switch means apparatus). 
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1 8. As to claim 1 3, Viswanath discloses, wherein said memory comprises network 
switch internal memory (Fig.4, Element-64 and 80). 

19. As to claim 14, is rejected for the same reasons applied above to claim 4. 

20. As to claim 1 5, Viswanath discloses, wherein modifying the electronic data 
comprises inserting a VLAN tag, wherein the VLAN tag relates at least in part to the 
destination address of the electronic data (Col.7, lines 42-44, where VLAN tag is 
inserted as a destination address). 

21 . As to claim 1 6, Viswanath discloses, wherein the processor comprises a network 
processor (Fig. 3b, Element-70, Col.6, lines 25-26, where network switch has decision 
making engine which is processor and since switch is a network device therefore, 
processor is a network processor). 

22. As to claim 1 7, Viswanath discloses, wherein the memory comprises a plurality of 
memory devices (Fig.3b, Elements-32, 64 and 66, Col.5, lines 50-51 and 56). 

23. As to claim 18, Viswanath discloses, wherein the plurality of memory devices 
comprise one or more of: 

random access memory (Col.7, line 62) and 

synchronous dynamic random access memory (Col.5, lines 7-9). 
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24. Claims 20-26 are rejected for the same reasons as applied above to claims 5, 4, 
6 and 15-18 respectively. 

25. As to claim 27, the system of claim 19, wherein said processor is configured to 
modify said electronic data only if said second port is configured to recognize tags 
(Col.7, lines 10-13, where processor processes the tagged packets and lines 42-45, 
transmitted to VLAN ports which means there are out put ports configured to handle 
tagged packets). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tauqir Hussain whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1247. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571 272 3913. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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